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It's amazing how 100 key words and phrases provide instant communication!Do you want to speak

simple Japanese but are too busy to study it? Are you visiting Japan for a short time and want an

Japanese phrase book to help you communicate? If so, than this thoroughly revised second edition

of Boye Lafayette De Mente's classic, bestselling phrase book and Japanese dictionary is for you.

It's tiny 0.4 x 4.1 x 5.9 inches size makes it incredibly convenient to travel with but without losing the

most essential content for communication. The idea of Instant Japanese is simpleâ€”learn 100 words

and phrases and say 1,000 things. The trick is knowing which 100 words to learn, but the author, De

Mente has solved the problem, choosing only those words you'll hear again and again. Even with a

vocabulary this small, you'll be surprised how quickly and fluently you too can communicate in the

Japanese language. Words are repeated in different combinations, building familiarity without effort.

A brief guide to pronunciation allows the user to say the phrases correctly and a Japanese

dictionary allows for quick reference. Here's a sample of what you'll be able to do with this Japanese

phrasebook: Meet people Go shopping Ask directions Ride the subway Order food and drinks And

much moreâ€¦About this new edition:This new, expanded edition contains 15% more content, fun

manga-style illustrations, Japanese etiquette tips and additional information on which destinations,

personalities and trends are hot in Japan right now!
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"This is a great phrasebook geared towards tourists and business people traveling to Japan." â€”The



Japanese Page blog"This book was very handy during a 7 week trip to Tokyo. The progression of

words is very useful when trying to acquire the language, but it's very difficult to try and find a

particular word or phrase. The book included some good introductory material about pronunciation

and structure that's also helpful for wrapping your head around Japanese. I would recommend this

for someone who wants to make a concerted effort at learning some basic Japanese."

&#8212Goodreads"The Instant series from Tuttle, however, is not your usual phrasebook. Rather

than focusing on phrases to help you order food, go to the hospital, rent a hotel room, or buy a train

ticket, it provides you with more than 100 key words and phrases to help you express more than

1,000 unique ideas based on general conversation topics." â€”Eurolinguiste

Boye Lafayette De Mente has been involved with Japan, China, and Korea since the late 1940s as

a member of a U.S. intelligence agency, student, trade journalist, editor, and author working out of

Tokyo, Seoul, Hong Kong, and Singapore. He is a graduate of Jochi University in Tokyo and The

American Institute for Foreign Trade (now Thunderbird: The School of Global Management). His

70-plus books include Japan's Cultural Code Words, Business Guide to Japan, and Japan

Unmasked.

This product is EXTREMELY small. It should be called MINI pocket guide. It is about the size of an

index card. I think the product dimensions could be more prominently labelled. That said, the reason

I am giving this 3 stars instead of 4 is that I think this is more of a 3.5 ish score. I can't really decide.

I decided to round down for now. The pocket guide does contain useful phrases. I wouldn't

necessarily call this instant Japanese as much as a very condensed listing of common travel

phrases. This can be handy but in the age of smartphones, you may be better off with a smart

phone ap that can do the same thing faster, as you can look up the phrases faster. Or, you could

even get away with just printing out on a sheet of paper some phrases you think you may use. I did

find that the phrases were accurate and the information in this guide was useful but I expect that of

any book I get from .

Read the first chapter. It doesn't seem fun and is more like a text book. It does cover more detail

than other books though

The book has a simple structure that builds on itself. It does not teach you Japanese but it does give

you the basic structure of how to say things and usable words. If you are using this book as a travel



aid then perhaps memorizing is not possible but making notes on what is important to you will help.

You can even script what to say or ask in different common situations.

I just got back from a two-week vacation in Japan, where I used several books in an attempt to

improve my miniscule knowledge of Japanese. This book was the best of a good lot; the word

selection is excellent, and the book teaches sufficient grammar almost effortlessly; most important,

it's small enough to finish fairly quickly. Of course, it's only a start--for a second book, I recommend

"Japanese Made Easy" by Tazuko Ajiro Monane.Even if you thoroughly learn the content of this

book, though, you still want to carry around a phrase book for those (frequent) times when 100

words just isn't enough. De Mente's book will teach you enough Japanese so that you can make

simple sentences without looking up every word, but you will still need words not in this book.[Minor

complaints: he spells the word "o" (pronounced "o") with the old spelling "wo" throughout the book,

for no apparent reason. Also, an index would have been nice.]In short, the book is superb for its one

intended purpose, which is teaching a very basic, careful selection of Japanese--an "instant"

introduction.

Fun and useful guide for visiting Japan.

I bought two books at the same time, I'm using this one with another book Japanese Made Easy

and i'm finding that one much easier and more sensible. I will try to come back some other time to

add more detail to this review. Suffice to say that i think maybe the idea of this one is great but the

reality is more complex.

I speak a little Japanese so I found the book redundant in learning much. But I really bought this for

my husband who has practically no clue to the language. We'll be traveling to Japan in July and I

thought this would come in handy for him if he wasn't with me to translate or to communicate. We

are going over it/studying it together and I have added index tabs to sections so that it'll be easier

for him to find a certain subject. For instance, restaurant, hotel, train station, etc. It's has the basics

so we're happy with it.

While reading this book I was able to say some numbers and months of the year.
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